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manned; and that the bulk of the Turkish Fleet lay moored in
the port of Constantinople, practically unequipped, except for a
small squadron at anchor above the Narrows.

On nth he weighed and stood towards the entrance of the
Dardanelles but the wind being unfavourable for the passage,
he anchored off Cape Janizary.*

While waiting for the wind to change, Duckworth appears
to have reflected on the hazardous nature of the undertaking,
and on the i4th February, he wrote to Collingpvood, pointing
out "that our Minister, having left Constantinople 16 days
since, and the Turks employed French engineers to erect batteries
to flank every turn in our passage through the Dardanelles, I
conceive the service pointed out in my instruction has completely
altered. . , . Of the hazard which attends such an enterprise
I am fully aware. We are to enter a sea environed with enemies,
without a possible resource but in ourselves ; and when we are
to return there cannot remain a doubt but that the passage will
be rendered as formidable as efforts of the Turkish Empire,
directed and assisted by their Allies the French can make it.
I entreat your Lordship, however, to believe, that, as I am aware
of the difficulties we have to encounter, so I am resolved that
nothing on my part (shall) be left undone that can ensure the
means of surmounting them."!

During the night of i4th, the Ajax, one of the ships of the
line, was accidentally destroyed by fire, and about 250 of her
crew perished.

On i jth February, 1807, the wind having shifted to south-west,
Duckworth sailed up the Dardanelles, his squadron being led
by Rear-Admiral Louis in the Canopus> the Royal George flying
Duckworth's flag, being the third ship in the line. The forts
at the entrance opened fire, this was not replied to by the ships,
at the suggestion of the Ambassador; however, as it was
obvious that the Turks meant to resist the passage of the
squadron, the forts at the Narrows were hotly engaged as the
ships sailed by. The latter sustained only trifling damage and
their casualties amounted to no more than six killed and 51
wounded.

The Turkish squadron, reported by Louis, consisting of a

* Yeni Shehr. C. on plan.

t Parliament papers ordered March 23rd, 1808.